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Compac fruit sorting
company set for US

NEW ZEALAND hi-tech
fruit sorting company Com-
pac is expanding its horizons
with the opening of an office
in California to service its
growing presence in the frui
and vegetable sorting indus-
try.

“This is a real commit-
ment on Compac’s part to
continued growth in the US
market, where we have
moved from working with
local contractors through o
a fully dedicared Compac
office,” said Compag general
manager Bob Shaw.

Mr Shaw cxplains the US
expansion is a logical move
for the company, which has
generated huge sales in the
stone froit, citrus and veg-
etable markets.

Compac offers electronic

sorting, grading and packing
technology, mcluding
sophisticated blemish grad-
ing and near mfra-red (NIR}
technology, which can pho-
tograph a Froit’s interior and
chemical composition as it
passes on a conveyor belr,

The company also claims
its machines are the fastest in
the world, handling berween
L0 and 13 pieces of froit or
vegetables a second inoeach
lane, with a 12-lane machine
sorting more than 100 pieces
a second.

[ndeed, its innovative sort-
ing  egquipment  reportedly
helped Californian  pack-
houses save a large propor-
tion of their frost-damaged
citrus crop in 1999, Compac
will also operate a sales
office in Florida,

Port crises
expected to

deepen

EXPERTS claim the log-jam
af container ships experienced
at the ports of Los Angeles
and Long Beach last summer
is only a prelude o further
crises along the West Coast in
the coming months and vears.

*With cargo from Asia and
China doubling by 2020, the
issues of 2004/05 will scem
inconsequential by compari-
son  with coming
down the road,” said Maersk
chief executive

whnat 15
president and
Russ Bruner.
Last year’s crisis has been
a lack of labour
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